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FOR SALE 1401 Comox Street, Vancouver, BC

The Unique Properties Group of Colliers International 
is pleased to present a rare opportunity to acquire an 
incredible 17,200 square foot property in the heart 
of Vancouver’s West End community.  Located at the 
corner of Broughton and Comox Street, the property 
is currently occupied by the St. John’s United Church, 
and consists of two legal titles and a building in excess 
of 13,000 square feet.  

The St. John’s Church has been an important element 
of the West End community since the early 1900’s 
as both a place of worship and as a provider of 
various social programs and community services. 
Dwindling membership in the congregation coupled 
with increased operating and maintenance costs have 
caused the BC Conference of the United Church of 
Canada to place the property on the market. 

Given the history of this property as a place of 
worship as well as a centre for various social services 
and related community organizations, preference will 
be given to purchasers who are prepared to preserve 
the legacy of the St. John’s mission in Vancouver’s West 
End and provide benefit to the local community.

AREA OVERVIEW
St. John's United Church is located in the West End, in 
the heart of downtown Vancouver.  Situated between 
the world-famous Stanley Park, Vancouver's cherished 
English Bay Beach, and the downtown business 
district, the West End is a dynamic, densely populated 
community dubbed as Downtown Vancouver’s “official 
neighbourhood”. 

The West End has a population of approximately 
45,000, with 27,870 employed workers. The downtown 
business core is just minutes away, making this 
area an ideal home for office workers and car-less 
Vancouverites (approximately 40% of the labour force 
walks to work). The West End is particularly famous 
for its popular Robson Street shopping area, a major 
tourist destination known for its upscale boutiques 
and plethora of shops and restaurants. Denman Street 
is another popular shopping haunt, lined with funky 
shops, inexpensive dining, movie theatres, and the local 
community centre and library. 

PROPERTY PARTICULARS
The property is comprised of two adjacent legal titles.  
Each title is approximately 66 feet wide and 131 feet 
deep, with a total site size of 17,292 square feet, or 
0.397 acres.  The property provides excellent frontage 
on both Comox and Broughton Streets, with access to 
the buildings parking garage off of the lane.

The property is fully serviced with municipal water, 
power, sanitary and gas services. 

IMPROVEMENTS
Constructed in 1981, the building consists of three 
levels. The main floor of the building is approximately 
8,392 square feet in size and includes a recreation 
room, two offices, a reception/desk area, two 2-piece 
bathrooms and several storage areas. In addition to 
these, there is the large main sanctuary/chapel and a 
large recreation hall (gymnasium).   

Features of the main floor include a number of skylights, 
and vaulted ceilings in the sanctuary. 
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The second floor is comprised of a one-bedroom 
apartment (approx. 1,078 SF) and a relatively large 
storage area.  

The basement is approximately 3,514 square feet 
and provides at-grade access from the laneway. Only 
a portion of the basement is finished and provides 
six offices, two small classrooms, a kitchen and two 
bathrooms.  

The property is also improved with an underground 
garage, which includes parking spaces for a total of 18 
cars.  The underground garage is accessed from the 
rear laneway and has security access. 

The roof is in original condition and will need to be 
replaced. An engineering study has recently been 
conducted, which outlines the building deficiencies 
and expected costs of repairs in detail.  As such, the 
property will be offered vacant. 

ZONING
The St. John's site is zoned RM-5 (residential). The intent 
of this zoning designation is to provide for a variety of 
residential uses as well as compatible retail, office and 
institutional uses up to a potential building density of a 
1.5 Floor Space Ratio. Outright permitted uses include 
Multiple Dwellings, Cultural and Recreational uses, 
Community Care Facilities and a variety of retail and 
service uses intended to service the neighbourhood 
needs. Conditional Approval can be granted to include 
expanded residential and alternative uses that are 
compatible with an existing neighbourhood: including a 
Church, Social Services Centre and some retail (among 
other uses).

ASKING PRICE 

$4,495,000

Offering Date
The Vendor will consider offers for the property no earlier 
than April 21st, 2009.  Preference will be given to purchasers 
who intend to provide a benefit to the local community.  

Offers should be submitted to:

Colliers International

200 Granville Street, 19th Floor

Vancouver, BC

Canada V6C 2R6

Attention: Mark Lester,  Alan Johnson

Our Knowledge is your Property
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